The Agreement between Protocols for the Investigation of Asymmetrical Audiovestibular Symptoms.
There are a number of published criteria for the investigation of asymmetrical audiovestibular symptoms. Our aim was to determine the agreement between these protocols when determining whether to investigate a group of patients treated at our institution. Retrospective audit of the indications for arranging 854 consecutive magnetic resonance imaging scans of the internal auditory meatus. These indications were compared to the Oxford, Northern, Charing Cross, and Nashville guidelines on the investigation of asymmetrical audiovestibular symptoms. The level of agreement was low, with kappa values ranging between 0.15 and 0.58 between the four selected protocols. While these criteria seem very similar in nature, due to the number of patients with mild asymmetry and subtle distinctions such as the inclusion or exclusion of tinnitus, there are low levels of agreement between protocols. This study highlights another area of difficulty when determining which patients to investigate.